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GOOD DECISIONS 
Getting The Most From Social Security
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Your Retirement Security 
With each passing day ten thousand more 
Americans turn AGE 65. But while “65” is 
synonymous with retirement, in terms of 
��������	
�����	
��
����	�������� AGE 65 
has little meaning for almost three-quarters 
of us. 
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75%
CHOOSE TO RECEIVE SOCIAL 
SECURITY RETIREMENT BENEFITS 
BEFORE THEIR FULL RETIREMENT 
AGE.

BECAUSE ALMOST For some, making the decision to claim 
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could be losing out on tens-of-thousands, or 
even hundreds of thousands of dollars.  
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Knowing how Social Security works, and what 
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boost your retirement security for decades to 
come.

WHY?



While we can’t know for certain, we should think about 
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Social Security began. 
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Longevity:
More Time, More Risk

BUT COLLECTING SOCIAL SECURITY 
BENEFITS WELL INTO OLD AGE IS 
NOTHING NEW.
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on January 31, 1940. She then went on to collect from Social 
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at the age of one hundred.  
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Have you ever thought about how many 
years you might spend in retirement?
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it’s PERMANENT.   

You live to  

age 100
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age 62

25%  
REDUCTION 

IN INCOME 

Here’s a thought experiment that illustrates 
how people can lose-out on a great deal of 
Social Security income. 
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a few years. 

Now, you may feel that living to age 100 is unrealistic.   
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three-thousand dollars .
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It’s PERMANENT. 

AGE 

66
AGE 

62
PROJECTED 

MONTHLY 
BENEFIT

CLAIMING AT 
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CHECK TO

$2,400 $1,800

$7,200
REDUCTION IN 

INCOME PER YEAR 
BY CLAIMING 
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THE LESSON

DON’T THINK 
AUTOMATICALLY 
THAT CLAIMING 
SOCIAL SECURITY 
BENEFITS EARLY 
IS YOUR BEST 
DECISION. 
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for every year that you wait beyond full retirement age, your monthly check will be 
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Although the difference in these two numbers is dramatic, it’s only one factor in choosing the Social Security claiming 
strategy that’s best for you. 
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FULL RETIREMENT AGE +
YEAR

1 = 8%
MONTHLY CHECK INCREASE
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32%  
MORE INCOME VS 

AGE 66  

75%  
MORE INCOME VS 

AGE 62  
or

$1,800/MONTH

AT AGE (*

$3,168/MONTH

AT AGE )+

VS
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Getting the most from Social Security is 
more than a casual decision, and more than 
simply guessing how long you’ll live. 
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So, there’s a lot to think about- and a lot at stake- when it comes to Social Security.  
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Seek the advice of an advisor 
that specializes in retirement 
income planning.“
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